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Oct.2nd. Dr.Frank Harrap - Birdwatching in S. Australia. 
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Nov.4th. Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture by Or.S.Garnett. 
Crocodiles & Crocodile Farming in North Queensland.'! 
Venue; School of Mines Courthouse, 8p.m. 
Uct 3rd. Campbelltown - Dr. Frank Harrap. 
Oct. 22nd. Haddon Area - Mr.P.Murphy. 
* Nov.6th. Mount Beckworth - Miss H.Burgess. 
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Meetings as specified are held at the School 
of Mines and Industries, Lydiard Street Sth., 
Art Building, commencing at 7.3 
EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 
FROM CROCKERS, cnr. STURT AND ARM- 


’ STRONG STS., BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 


FULL aNy OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
HALF DAY®* 


WESTERN VICTORIA FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION 


WANGARATTA — WARBY RANGES CAMPOUT October 2ist-23rd, 1989 


eee 
The campout is being hosted by the North-east Field Naturalists 
Club. 


Fri 21 Oct. 8.00 pm ORCHIDS, with Roger Briggs. Wangaratta High 
School, Edwards St, Wangaratta. This is the regular monthly 
meeting of N.E.F.N.C. Meeting is in the first ‘portable room’ 
from the Edwards Street entrance. 


Sat 22 Oct. 9.09 am WARBY RANGES ang fFILLAWARRA FORESTS. Leave 
from {The Centret. Chicolm Street, Wangaratta. 


Oat B22 Oct. 8.350 pm ANNUGBL MEETING of UW.LLLFLN.CLA. at the 
‘Centre’. Chislom Street, Wangaratta. 


Sat 22 Oct. 8.00 pm BOOKLAUNCHING of “Distribution and 
Conservation of Vascular Plants in North East area, Victoria" by 
A. C. Beauglenole.N.E&. Launching will be by Leila Huebner. 


Sat 22 Oct. 8.15 WARBY RANGES. Address by Arthur Hall. 


Sun 23 Oct. 9.00 am REEF HILLS, BENALLA. Excursion to Reef Hills 
Park. Leave from ‘The Centre’, Chisolm Street, Wangaratta. ° 


There is a camping area in Warby Ranges (toilet, water tank and 
one tap), or caravan parks in Wangaratta. Contact the secretary 
of the N.E. Club, Mrs Laurice Kneen, RMB 7539, Wangaratta 3678 
ph 057 212 892 for further information. 


Warby Range State Park extends for 27 km north of the town of 
Glenrowan, and is known locally as the ‘Warbys". The park has 
excellent vantage points with views to the mountains of the 
Victorian Alps, an outstanding variety of bird life and clumps of 
unusually tall grass trees. Plants include Blakely’s Red Gum, 
Spur-wing Wattle (Acacia triptera), Flat-leaf Bush-pea (Pultenaea 
Platyphylla) and Grey Guinea-flower. 


Reef Hills Park is 4 km south-west of Benalla at the edge of the 
Hume Highway. 137 species of Plants including 18 orchid species. 
have been recorded. Included are Bent-leaf Wattle (Acacia 
flexifolia), Mystery Wattle (A. difformis) and Red-stem Wattle 
(A. rubida). It includes mixed box/stringbark forest, Grey Box 
forest and Red Gum forest.. Over 100 species of birds and 17 
native mammals have been recorded fror the park. 


FURTHER INFORMATION 

Reef Hills Park. Leaflet by C. F. & L. 

Pine Gully Nature Walk. (Warby Ranges). Leaflet by C. F. & L. 
Warby Ranges State Park. Leaflet by C. F. & L. 

Wangaratta District. RACV map. (Includes Wangaratta streets) 


Field -Reports — September Meeting 

P.Murphy At Pura Pura (Salt Lakes), 8° pairs of Avocets South 
of Pura Pura, lpair of Brolgas with female acting in a manner suggestive 
of nesting; Magpie nesting; Corella nesting. 


W. Murphy. Male Golden Whistler in Dana St. ,Ballarat, garden. 


B.Dowling. Specimen of Long-eared Bat found on floor of shearing 
shed, Learmonth. 


G.Binns. Black Fronted Plover at Lake Esmond Botanical Gardens, 
E.Ballarat; Scarlet Robins at Lal. Lal; Tall Greenhoods at Mt. Doran; 
Sitellas, Golden Whistlers and 2 Koalas (M & F) at Pax Hill Reserve. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. Weekend Gathering Aug. 26th.-28th. 

F.N.C. of Ballarat members combined to host the 'Winter!' campout 
of tha Association which was attended by representatives of seven 
clubs. The programme proved to be popular and of interest to our visitors 
in spite of wintry, wet conditions. 

The accomodation at Pax Hill Scout Reserve was ideal and the 
evening sessions were well attended. On friday evening Helen Burgess 
presented a well illustrated description of her trip to the South 
Shetlands Antarctic area and, following the Association meeting on 
Saturday evening, Greg. Parker presented a most interesting talk on 
reptiles of Eastern Australia and the methods of handling them. 

Our Saturday excursion included visits to the Anchor Plant enclosure 
on the Lal Lal creek, the Lal Lal Falls (which were in spectacular 
flow), the Lal Lal iron mine site and surrounding forest, Mt. Doran 
and coalmine sites at Lal Lal on the return journey. 

We were grateful to the Gregurke and Dalman families for setting 
up most effective shelters and facilitities for the luncheon stop 
at the Iron Mine Picnic Area. The hot soup was a welcome entree and 
Claire's -'damper dessert! project was a very popular addition to the 
al fresco meal. 


Although we were too early for the Spring flowering, we were 
excited to show our visitors some spectacular patches of Greenhood 
orchids in bloom. Hundreds of Nodding Greenhoods featured in some 
stands at Mt. Doran. 

Qur decision to focus on the interesting geological features 
ofthe Lal Lal area in lieu of flora and fauna at this time of the 
year was well received by the visitors. The area has been mined for 
five materials - kaolin, iron ore, gold, freestone and brown coal/lig- 
nite - which is the result of an extraordinary meeting of numerous 
geological formations. There is evidence of all these to be seen, 
but mining activity has long ceased as has the once busy rail siding 
for transport of its products. The eceptions to this are the continuing 


mining of kaolin and the resurgence in gold mining claims throughout 
the forest. 


The Committee is grateful to the willing support of members who 
assisted in the organisation of the weekend. 
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Percydale Area Excursion. Sept. 4th. 

Four carloads of Club members took off for this excursion on 
what promised to be a fairly fine day, and so it turned out to be. 

Highlights of the day were seeing two Brazilian Mills, one of 
which was in very good order, a small slate dairy, quite well preserved 
and a walk through 'Daly's Cottage! which was constructed of Fiddle- 
back Redgum dating back to 1865. A newspaper backing on a wall showed 
the date September 5th.1911. Daffodils and jonquils were still thriving 
in the garden as well as a good show of tea roses. The little house 
at the back had also withstood the ravages of time. 

Thanks to our younger members who, suitably attired in gumboots, 
built a series of stepping stones over a creek, we all managed to 
Finish the day with dry feet. . 

Thanks are also due to Barry and M argaret for their first class 
organisation of a very successful and interesting day. 


EXCURSION. 


4th September, 1988. 


Leaders: Margaret and Bary Dowling. 


Bird List: 
Lillicur area 


Long-billed Corellas 
White Cockatoos 
Straw—necked Ibis 
Australian Pipit 

Musk Lorikeet 

Noisy Miner 

Kookaburra 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrots 
Whi.te-plumed Honeyeaters 
Fuscous Honeyeaters 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters 


procaiWatertallms res 
Willie Wagtail 

Wood Ducks 

Grey Fantail 

Scarlet Robin 

Superb Blue Wren 


Avocans la DEHUPEAUCE 
White-browed Babbler 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Hooded Robin 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Crimson Rosella 

Common Bronzewing 


Little Eagle 

Spotted Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters 
Magpie 

Magpie Lark 

Australian Sheducks 

Red Wattlebird “i 
Black Ducks 
Welcome Swallows 


White-throated 
Treecreeper 

Brown Thornbill 

Galahs 

Masked Lapwing 

White-fronted.Chats 


White-faced Heron 
Little Raven 
Little Pied Cormorant 


P.M. 
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Climbing Plants - an interesting observation from the Castlemaine 
Naturalist, July: 1988. 


Re the twining direction of climbing piants: Going round 


the various plants here, which include Hardenbergia violac- 
ea, Soliya heterifolia, Pandorea Jasminoides, Cnorizema 

diversifolium, Kennedia nigricans, K. cubicunda, and 

Muelienbeckia, plus "Morning Glory" and Dolichos, al] 

appear to twine ina lert-to-right direction exclusively,: 

except the Chorizema and Muelienbeckia, which botn form 

rather tangled growtn with a few stems going in the oppos- 

ite direction. 


I can recall years ago, when the late Mr Crosbie Morrison 
gave Nature talks on the radio, the subject of twining 
direction was spoken of; he suggested that it could well 
be due to the effect of the sunlight on tne plants, drawing 
the growth from east to west (via the north) in tne South- 
ern hemisphere:( and via the south in the Northern hemi- 
sphere. causing it to turn in the opposite direction?? 


Wyn Palmer 

Thought from the Editor (who, as his wife will tell you, has 

very few.) Is it possible that there could be a common cause 
for the climbing plants twist and water going down the plughole 
in opposita directions in the N.&S. hemispheres? 
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Natural History Crossword No.10 by Tantalus. 


ACROSS ° : 
1 Wings have to be to glide(6) 5 Member of Genus Turdus(6)10 Basket— 
work willow(5}1 Fish of Genus Raia(5)12 Example of Genus Ulmus (Bot).(3,4) 
13 Feathers on bird's head (5) 15 Calcareous covering of molluscs (5) 
18 Percolation or oozing of fluid (7) 20 Could be House or Tree. 
(7) 22 Beaked Cephalopod (7) 24 Is this type of gull peaceful? (7) 
26 Cha (3) 27 Baily's are a phenomenon of solar eclipse (5) It may 
be Hoary-headed (5) 32 Kangaroo-rat (7) 33 Tropical American ungulate 


mammal with small proboscis (5) 34 ----- mortis. That's stiff! Ras 
35 Breed of dog (6) 36 National vegetables? (6) | 
DOWN | 


2 Group of lions (5) 3 Cattle, Great or plumed e.g. (5) 4 Little 
rodents (7) 5 Female feline (7) 6 Showy scented flowers (5) 7 Member 
of Order Ophidia (5) © 8 Pig (Lat) (6) 9 Roar (6) 14 Found between 
bark and heartwood on exogonous trees (7) 16 Marsh, Spotted or Swamp? 
(7) 19 It sounds a novel animal! (3) 21 Vegetable (3) 22 What a 
satellite does (5) 23 Speech defect (7) 24 Family Psittacidae (%) 
25 Fruit (6) 28 Granny Smith? (5) 29 Fish for makerel bait? (5) 
30 Noxious exotic bush with spiky leaves, yellow flowers (5) 31 Large 


bird of prey (5) ‘ f ! 7 


Climbina Plants - an interestina observation from the Castlemaine 
Botanical Notes. Family LAMTACEAS ( Labiatae ) - 


- continued - 


The plants of this family found near Ballarat area 
are distinguished from each other mainly by differences in the 
calyx and/ or corolla. These plants belong to 7 genera. 


1. Calyx regular with lobes about equal 
2. Leaves in whorls of 3 or 4 - Westringia 
W. glabra ( flowers lilac 
2. Leaves opposite 
3. Calyx with 109 bristle-like lobes - Marrubium 
M. vulgare ( Horehound ) x 
3. Calyx with 5 or fewer lobes 
4. Corolla almost zygomorphic ( irregular), 
4, lobes; 4 stamens; scented herbs- Mentha 
4. Corolla 1-lipped, violet, blue or pink, 


much longer than calyx - Ajuga 
A. australis ( Australian 
Bugle ) 


1. Calyx 2-lobed to 2-lipped 
5. Lip s of calyx entire or almost so; shrubs or 
small trees - Prostanthera 
; ( Mint Bushes 
5, Lips of calyx ( or at least the anterior lip ) 
distinctly lobed 
6. Calyx glabrous on the inside; flowers violet 
or purple 
7. Inflorescence terminal and compact - 
Prunella x 
7. Inflorescence terminal, but not compact; 
anterior lip of corolla 3-lobed; 
plant hairy - Salvia 
' S. verpenaca 
( wild Sage ) 


